OUR POST

Official Newsletter of Thames Dog Training Club

Summer 2009

From the Chair ........

It is without doubt, the largest two day agility show in the world. As a Club, I think we all
deserve a massive pat on the back for another very successful Agility show, and our biggest
one yet!

On behalf of the Show Committee, Ava Holloway, Jeff Holloway, Sally Edney, Veronica
Brown, Carol Dicker, Kate Austin, Dave Jolly, Lynn Finlay-Maxwell and Norma Summersby,
can | say a huge “Thank You” to all our members, their friends and families who were roped
in to help us out at the show. We cannot do it without you, and it certainly would not be as
successful as it is if you weren’t there. The feedback by way of emails, phone calls and in
person at shows always makes it a very special feeling to be part of such a wonderful Club
that we are. See page 5!

Our focus now turns to the Obedience section and for our Championship Obedience show in
September. ALL help will be gratefully received and if you are able to help in any way, shape
or form, can you let Becky Coleman or Sandra Curry know on Monday Nights. It is a hard act
to follow, but | know that with all your help, we will continue to have the reputation of putting
on large, very organised and professional shows, a reputation | am keen to uphold.

Well, the race is over now!!! My boy Tag is officially the only dog in the club that is not Grade
71 (t.i.c) (Through gritted teeth!!!) MANY congratulations to Dave Jolly and Moss, and Carol
Dicker with Mali for winning out and getting to Grade 7 before me! Alan Smith and Chase,
Jeff Holloway and Harry have now all joined the race in grade 6 and | know Jim Cook and
Digger will be there very soon. No pressure AT ALL for me then!! Success breeds success,
and at all levels members and their dogs continue to do well (apart from me, that is!!)

Hot off the press we have news that Natasha Wise and Dizzy have, once again, been picked
for the Great Britain Agility team for the FCI World Agility Championships to be held in Austria
between 17th and 20th September. We all wish her all the luck in the world. Let’'s hope for a
decent judge this time!! Contrary to what we were told by the Kennel Club last year, Natasha
and Dizzy have to pay their own way to the Worlds. Thames Dog Training Club supported
Natasha last year by paying for Dizzy to go to Finland. Your Committee (which includes
Natasha) feels that, with the current economic climate, we would like to help them financially,
but cannot. It would not be fair to the Members to pay for them to go out to Austria, and then
look to increase membership fees as the venue costs continue to spiral upwards.

To raise funds for her travel expenses, Natasha has organised a raffle, with some wonderful
prizes donated by several firms and people, details of which are elsewhere in this newsletter.
All I ask if for you to buy lots of tickets!!!



Those of you who were at the AGM this year will remember that when | was talking about our
late friend Terence Wetherall, 1 was particularly emotional. | make no apologies for my
emotion; just prior to the commencement of the AGM, Maria (Terence’s wife) told me of his
final wish to leave the Club some money in his will.

True to his word, and to our utter amazement, he left us £10,000 to be put towards a new
and permanent home for the Club. When Maria told me this, | was quite overcome, and when
it came to that part of my speech, forgive me, but the emotion was too much. | know | make
this plea every newsletter almost, but please, can we all look for a suitable piece of land that
we can: a) afford, b) build a clubhouse on and c) make a permanent home for our Obedience
section and the rest of the Club. | hope that Terence’s bequest of £10,000 will galvanise us
all into searching. With possible grants etc., we can increase our funds several fold, but
nothing can start until we have a plot of land to start with. If you believe you know of anything
suitable, can you please let any member of the Committee know so we can start the ball
rolling.

| briefly touched on the subject of Membership fees earlier in this report. In order to make a
sensible request to the Membership at the next AGM re this topic, the Committee has asked
me to create a “poll” of how you would like to pay membership in the future. This poll is on
the final page of the newsletter so that it can be easily removed and given completed to
either me, Ava or Steve. You are welcome to email your answers to me if you want. | would
suggest the format something like Q1 — Yes; Q2 — No; Q3 DK etc. (agility@thamesdtc.co.uk).
The Committee is very conscious of the economic climate at the moment, but still believes
that the membership fees should be sufficient to cover the venue costs. The Committee is of
the belief that any profits made by the Agility and Obedience shows should be used only to
subsidise members at Social events through the year as well as the purchase of,
maintenance and upkeep of Club equipment.

For your information in making your decisions, the BCA costs for Agility have recently
increased by approximately 15% and the costs for the Knowl! Hill Obedience venue by about
20%. As this is a poll only, and not a vote, we would welcome comments, suggestions and
preferences from ALL members, Full, Associate, Life and Juniors. In the case of Joint or
Family members, please send in multiple “answers” if your opinions differ from that of other
members in the family. Remember, there are no “Right” or “Wrong” answers, the purpose of
this poll is to gauge the feeling of the Members so that your Committee can work out the best
way to make representations and recommendations to the Members at the AGM.

Can | wish everyone in the Club as very successful second half of the year (especially me!l!)
Ades
.-/

Just a thought........



Dizzy & Natasha’s
FCI Aqility World Championships 2009
Sponsorship Raffle

All proceeds from this raffle will be solely used f or sending Dizzy and Natasha to the
FCI World Agility Championships 2009 in Austria.

The estimated total cost for the trip is in the reg ion of £600 therefore the money raised
from this raffle will contribute to this.

A Complete Health Assessment sponsored by Bupa wor  th £500
including a complete body MOT with full blood analy sis and up to an hour
consultation with a Doctor.

Other prizes include

A range of Speciality Wines

Natasha’'s Team GB polo shirt after the eventin S eptember 2009.

A range of prizes sponsored by Burns Pet Nutritio n.

A doggie swimming session sponsored by Aquadoggie S.

A private agility training lesson with Natasha sp onsored by Dogmanics.
Plus more to be confirmed.

£1.00 a ticket or £5.00 for 6 tickets.

Tickets can be purchased direct from Natasha, conta  ct her by
email at wisenata@bupa.com _or on 07861 222481.
The raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 8th September  at
Thames DTC Agility Training.
Thankyou for your support




Shout's about Success

Mega well done to Sally Edney and Ben on winning Grade 1 Jumping at Dordale. Wish I'd
been there to see it. Well overdue and richly deserved.

Love Shirly, Revel & Cassie

A HUGE well done to Mark Painter and Ellie for a lovely clear round at their very first agility
show, Waverunners (UKA) on Sunday 29th March in Begineers Steeplechase.

Love Shirly, Revel and Cassie

Samphrey Star Performer
"Ly
Owned by Teresa Davies

Once again we would like to thank all at Thames Dog Training Club, for your cards, good
wishes and 'phone calls, for yet another trip to Crufts. We couldn't believe we were accepted
as a Southern Team Member. Lu is only 3 years old.

The Southern Team won again and this time Lu and myself won a 2nd place in our Test "A"
Second time around is still as scary. We had a wonderful day and we, now, quite like the
experience of the "Green Carpet".

Teresa Davis



Dates for your Diary

Agility Club Closed — 18" August, 29™ September, 29" December
Agility Diploma Nights — TBC

Obedience Show — 12th September

RSPCA Fun Day, Ockwells Park - 5" September

Agility Inter Club Winter League 2009/2010 10" October 2009, 14™ November 2009, 9™
January 2010, 6™ February 2010

THAMES DTC AGILITY SHOW 2009
EXTRACTS FROM THANK YOU LETTERS RECEIVED

A huge thank you to everyone at Thames for a truly lovely show last weekend. | thoroughly
enjoyed my two rings, had brilliant ring managers and ring parties and some really lovely
competitors.

The organisation at the beginning, when you had to stack us up to wait for that pesky lorry
was just brilliant and delivered with great good humour by all involved.

| had a wonderful camping space and had friends around me to keep an eye on the dogs
when | was judging on Saturday and which enabled me to ring party for most of Sunday, too
(glutton for punishment, me!).

| also want to thank you for a lovely lunch and especially such generous gifts. The lead was
inspirational - not least because | broke one within minutes of arriving at the show - and | am
now looking forward to heading for Marks & Spencer in the near future.

If you want any help at Thames next year, remember to ask me first!! Thanks again. Lindy
Margach

Hi Ava, hope you are all sorted out now and home. It was a great weekend thank you very
much for sorting me out camping wise and please book next years now!!. Chris.

As you will have seen, | have just posted a message on the Agility Net message board to
thank everyone very much for their help in rescuing Chester on Saturday....

..... Thank you to everyone at the Thames show last weekend (13 June) who helped to
rescue Chester when he became trapped whilst trying to climb the dog guard in my car.
Thanks to the speedy reactions of all involved ( sorry | don't know your names) he has
escaped virtually unharmed, with only very minor bruising. Andrew Dicker and his team were
magnificent - totally calm in a crisis. | can not praise them highly enough. Jo Pidduck and
Chester



| would be grateful if you could pass on my profound thanks to all those involved in the
incident on Saturday evening, especially to Andrew, and Lorna who were so supportive and
Paul for being available to let Joe and Mark back into the show ground so late at night, and
the first aiders that patched Lynn and Mark up on site.

I’'m glad to have Sonic back safe and sound, | hate to consider the outcome if he’d got onto
the road and for that I'll forever be indebted to Mark and Lynn for keeping him safe, to the
detriment of their own well being.

| feel very guilty that after doing such a good deed Mark missed the band especially as he
had come specifically to see them, (and because Thames is such a lovely show of course!)
Again a big thank you to all involved for your calm professional assistance and | apologise for
being a gibbering idiot (no comments please). Thank you, Heidi Windheuser

Many thanks for putting on such an impressive show. Largest I've had the joy of participating
in and rather a challenge but no regrets whatsoever.......

...... Congratulations on a magnificent weekend. Kind regards, Jill Mears
......... Thanks very much and thanks again for a great show........ Rachael

Hi just wanted to say what a brilliant show your club runs!!!l......all those rings seemingly
running so smoothly...really well organised with a VERY informative loud speaker system and
presentations....we are never involved in placings,but were more than pleased with the
lovely clear round rossette we won........ MANY thanks for a good day out....I'm sure many
other people feel the same.

best wishes, Ann Bull
The following comments were also on the agility for um within hours of the show

Thames has always been one of my favorite shows of the year and this year was no different,
a good range of classes, lots of qualifers and the champ classes. 1 like judging at Thames,
they always look after the judges and the food is so yummy. My ring manager and ring party
were great and worked hard, thanks guys. The weather was lovely , though | did get a little
burnt, the surface was great to run on and on my ring the competitors were great, never kept
me standing around waiting once, thanks!, we got through the class really quickly. The only
down side was the tannoy, which was a little hard to hear, thanks to the '‘enviromental health'
people who insisted it was kept turned down. | will be back next year, and will be more than
happy to judge again in 2011. Thanks Thames

Many Thanks to the hardworking crew, star's at Thames for a great weekend . 14 Rings each
day is a huge amount to manage and a great selection of classes and courses and Fab
evening entertainment Lovely size camping pitches, | enjoyed helping with the setting up and
the helpers were well looked after .

Have to agree, say it every year but it really is my favourite weekend. Thanks everyone.



Yep | will add my thanks to the list too, had a great weekend, great company, well looked
after as ring party, and lots of sunshine too yay

Never been to Thames show before but loved it, def be there next year

Yes, thank you Thames for a fantastic weekend and for such good organisation and
announcements (thanks, Ann) - thank you, too, to the two great ring parties who looked after
me on Saturday afternoon in rings 14 and 13 and thank you everyone who competed
(especially the grade 2s who had to wait ages for me to finish the pairs!) - you were all a
pleasure to watch. Roll on next year .. this is just one of the best shows in the calendar!

| too would like to add my thanks and congratulations to Thames for putting on a wonderful
show.

It's my first time there for many years but I'll definitely be back next year. Even for such a
large show, it had a very relaxed feel about it - almost holiday like and the band were
absolutely awesome.

Very generous with their rosettes too, even with so many classes and grades for just about
everyone.

Mega congrats Thames on yet again a fantastic show . Great sat night NBS are Just a fab
band cant wait for next year.

Even the weather was brill just a shame i had a bit of a bad head sunday morning . Dont
think | was alone!

Thanks Thames!!, as always a fab show, one of my favorite shows of the year.

| judged on Sunday, my ring party were great and the judges dinner was lovely. | am a little
sunburnt and tired but still had a great time, well done to all those who got placed in my
classes

| would like to add my thanks, really enjoyed my weekend. Intend to be back next year -
enjoyed all my courses so thanks to the judges too.

ditto what everyone has said here. One of the best shows | have been to and certainly one of
the most organised. Loved it and will be back again next year.

John O'Groats to Lands End Cycle Ride

Sisters Amanda Harris and Linda Strange joined Thames at the beginning of 2008 with their
Belgian Shepherds. Just over 3 years ago, Linda was totally dependent of Oxygen and
numerous inhalers, unable to walk 20-30 metres without stopping to catch her breath and as
for climbing stairs - well that was almost impossible.

Then in May 2006 she had a double lung transplant. She is now the proud owner of 2 Tervs
and doing Obedience and Agility.



In August 2009, Amanda's husband Mick, and nephew Gary, are cycling from John O Groats
to Lands End. They are doing it in aid of the Royal Brompton And Harefield Charitable Trust
where Linda's transplant took place.

If anybody would like to make a donation they can either go online to justgiving.com and
look up Amanda Harris's page on the charity stated above or make a cheque payable also to
the Royal Brompton And Harefield Charitable Trust Fund and pass it onto either Amanda
or Linda at Obedience on a Monday night or at Agility on Tuesdays.

Some folk might be interested to know that Mick also paints (mainly dogs) in pastels and any
paintings that he does over the next year he is asking that monies will be donated to the
Harefield, However he will be limited to how many he can take on due to his work
commitments.

THAMES DTC CHAMPIONSHIP OBEDIENCE SHOW

OCKWELLS PARK, MAIDENHEAD

SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2009

We would be really grateful if you are able toeoftfielp, without help we would not be able to
run this show. Please let Sandra Curry know if gee able to offer any of your time. She can be
contacted asandra.curryl@btinternet.com or by telpehone on 01628 664403.

RSPCA FUN DAY OCKWELLS PARK 5 ™ SEPTEMBER 2009

The RSPCA is holding a fun dog day at Ockwells park on the 5th September from 11:00 -
16:30 and asked Thamesdtc to provide an agility/obedience display at this event. We will also
be setting up a ring for a fun obstacle course, and | will be judging the best trick.

If any members would be interested in demonstrating your agility or obedience skills please
let me know, and if anybody has any ideas what to put in the obstacle course it would be very
much appreciated. Steve Devaney
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The Hampshire Rally, May 2009

We arrived at the venue, the War Memorial Ground Basingstoke without a hitch thanks to the
Satnavs and Sandra's directions. We were positioned in club groups, there were about eight
clubs in total. Once the gazebo was set up we laid out breakfast. We were already working
as team which was all important for this event as we were all working our dogs in the various
levels of competition. Thames had never competed in this event before and wanted to make
a good showing.

We had all brought food and drink (soft) and we could have fed an army, it was good to be
working together for an end result of which we were very pleased.

Results

Class 1 6th Linda & Simba
Class 2 2nd Mark & Ellie

Class 2 5th Amanda & Asher
Class 3 3rd Mark & Ellie
Class 4 1st Sandra & CJ
Class 5 4th Teresa & Lu
Class 5 6th Becky & Tilly
Class 5 Val & Jovi Judges Special
Class 6 2nd Teresa & Lu
Class 7 4th Margaret & Danny

Other members of the team who also participated but were not placed, were Enid and Janie,
Ruth and Toffee, Jenny and Lucy, Jane and Lucy, Linda and Hava , and Margaret with
Jasper & Abbie.

Inhthe Junior Cup we came 4™. and in the Senior Cup we were 3. Our overall position was
4™,

We had all enjoyed the day very much and for those members who had not competed much
before it was good to have support from the rest of the team.

Margaret Yerby




THE BELVOIR CASTLE STEAM FESTIVAL
AGILITY SHOW

With the added attraction of a steam rally the Ward Briard Agility team headed off to this
event,when we arrived it became clear it was just one ring! This was a new experience but
we were allowed to camp within sight of the ring so we could see what class was on from the
tent, with only 100 dogs in the large class and no real running order requirements, a relaxed
informal atmosphere ensued

The idea was to do three runs each day and enjoy the steam rally as well, but in reality you
had to be around the ring most of the time, to make sure you did not miss all the walking.
This is were some snags became apparent , the Saturday Judge did not change the

course as much as the Sunday one which meant that on our third run we did the two previous
course starts before we realised the numbers had moved - error!

Saturday evening, we headed off to see the tractor pulling at the other end of the show field,
and been entertained by a world war two enactment society, and what a society the
equipment was unbelievable huge field guns, armoured cars and a centurion tank! For the
tractor enthusiastic there were 4 Doe ( each worth over 50K) and hundreds of others of all
makes, many classic cars and bikes too. Sundays runs in the rain included a real water jump
but sadly our best run still ended up with 5 faults!

A great 'fun’ event in spite of the rather damp weather we will probably do it again next year,
a great opportunity for you higher grades to-do some pot-hunting!

Best wishes to you all for the rest of the season

Amelie with Tank!!

Anthony Ward, Amelie, & Hambye



THE FOUR COUNTIES SHIELD OBEDIENCE CHALLENGE

On a bright sunny morning on Sunday 29" April 2009, members of the Thames DTC made
our way to Chieveley Village Hall to take part in the annual Four Counties Shield. Newbury
DTC were hosting the event this year after winning this competition from Hampton DTC

at Shepperton in 2008.

This pre-season inter-club competition was founded a few years ago by Thames DTC to
promote new people into the sport of competing with their dogs. Generally, it is thought that
we don’t do enough to promote obedience to dog owners. As a thriving and popular KC
registered club we have the opportunity to make a difference.

The general idea, and purpose of the event, is to advance the interest in Obedience to as
many dog owners as possible and encourage newcomers into obedience competition, and at
the same time, represent their club. It may also help those who would like to start out, but just
need that little “push” to get going. It may also help and encourage others who are already
competing by giving them the confidence to continue with the hobby.

The event is made up of four classes, Triers, Improver's, Starters and Cleverdicks  with
two competitors in each class and four reserves. Points are awarded down to sixth place and
the team with the most points collectively at the end of the day are the winners.

Thames team was made of:-

Class 1 Triers:- Jenny Harris with Lucy and Linda Strange with Simba.

Class 2 Improver's:- Ruth Lovejoy with Toffee and Amanda Harris with Asher.
Class 3 Starters:- Linda Strange with Hava and Mark Painter with Ellie.

Class 4 Cleverdicks:- | made the team with Taz and Margaret Yerby with Jasper.

It was a nervous start as many of our team had never been in a ring, or competed at any
level before but we had a big support from our members and instructors. After lunch the
results started to trickle in and we soon realised we had some stars in the making.

The first result was in Triers. First place went to Jenny Harris with Lucy, then came another



first with Ruth Lovejoy with Toffee in Improver's, things got even better when Mark Painter
came first in Starters. Overall, the team from Thames won three of the four classes,

The rest of the team picked up second, third and four places in all the classes. For the first
time since this event was introduced Thames DTC have won the Four Counties Shield, what
an achievement by all those taking part. Well done to everyone involved, we are all looking
forward to 2010.

Steve Devaney

Your Post!

Are you happy receiving your newsletter through the post, or would you prefer to receive it a few days earlier by
e mail? Please emalil the editor at sally edney@o02.co.uk with the subject title "'Thames Newsletter’ if you would
prefer to receive your newsletter by e mail.

Do you have anything you would like included in the newsletter? If so, please either e mail the editor at
sally_edney@o02.co.uk or send it to: Sally Edney, 20 Charlecote Close, Farnborough, Hants, GU14 7EG

Thames DTC Aqility Points

The new agility year is in full swing and the competition for the Thames Agility Points
Trophies is hotting up.

If you would like to enter your points, please send your results to Alison Wells by emailing
alisonwells@ntlworld.com or completing the form attached at the end of this newsletter and
hand to Alison at training.

Please ensure your points are submitted within a mo nth of the relevant show.
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2009/2010

OFFICERS

CHAIRMAN

ANDREW DICKER

PHONE 0118 988 4193
andrew@aquadoggies.com

VICE CHAIRMAN

STEVE DEVANEY

PHONE 01628 631 804
Steve.devaney@btinternet.com

SECRETARY AVA HOLLOWAY PHONE 0118 954 5940
a.holoway@ntlworld.com
TREASURER SANDRA CURRY PHONE 01628 664403

Sandra curry@sky.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Agility Training Carol Dicker Phone 0118 988 4193
carol@aquadoggies.com
. . Natasha Wise flippingada@hotmail.co.uk
Agility Co-ordinators Sally Edney sally edney@02.co.uk
Club Clothing Andrew Dicker Andrew@aquadoggies.com
Agility Points Alison Wells Alisonwells@ntlworld.com
Agility Diploma Shirly Fastnedge & Shirly01 @hotmail.co.uk
Nights Mark Painter Mark painter@sky.com
Membership Sally Edney sally edney@02.co.uk
Web Site Steve Devaney Steve.devaney@btinternet.com

Andrew Dicker

Andrew@aquadoggies.com

Obedience Training

Steve Devaney

Steve.devaney@btinternet.com

Sandra Curry Sandra_curry@sky.com
Newsletter Sally Edney sally edney@02.co.uk
. . Norma Summersby normasummersby@btinternet.com
Charity fundraising Margaret Yerby margaret@yerby.co.uk
Alison Wells

Club Social Events

Norma Summersby
Shirly Fastnedge

Alisonwells@ ntlworld.com
Normasummersby@btinternet.com
shirlyfastnedge@aol.com

Club Equipment

Jeff Holloway & Mark
Painter

a.holoway@ntlworld.com
mark painter@sky.com

Catering Manager

Norma Summersby

normasummersby@btinternet.com




THAMES DTC POINTS
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Please hand completed Form to Alison Wells or ematib alisonwells@ntlworld.com

within a month of the relevant show
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Members Poll on Fees

Are you happy with the existing payment structure, although next year it
may be considerably more?

Do you think members should pay a supplement to do more than one
discipline?

Should all FULL members pay a single membership (no joint or Family
etc)?

Do you think that the cost of Venues should be covered in full by the
Membership Fees? * If "NO, please suggest alternatives below.

Are you happy with the class sizes as they are now?

What would you be prepared to pay per dog or per class on a weekly
basis?

Do you think we should bring in new members to increase income and
make classes bigger?

Would you prefer to pay for your membership by regular instalments (i.e.
by standing order)?

Do you think those who set up a standing order should have a discount?

Do you think those who pay for the whole year up front should have a
discount?

If you are a member of another Club (KC or Private) what do you pay
per dog or class per week?

Do you have any other suggestions or requests concerning the above
that the Committee can look into prior to the AGM?

Yes

No

Don't
Know

Thank you.
Please can you give this back to Andrew, Ava or any other Committee
member once completed
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